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Institution Competition and Hierarchy of International Institutions
Song Yiming (33)

[Abstract] The hierarchy of international institutions is a structure of unequal status
among international institutions which is embodied in the one-way deference of other
international institutions to a particular international institution. In order to clarify its
generation mechanism I establish an analytical framework with institutional competition
type as the core variable. Institutional competition is the competition of actors around
agenda settings normative advocacy dominant power and other specific arrangements
of international institutions which can be divided into intra-institutional competition
and inter-institutional competition. The former refers to the competition among the
member countries of the international institution on the above topics under the frame—
work of the institution while the latter refers to the competition among several interna—
tional institutions in the same issue area. The types differentiation of institutional com—
petition described above is determined by the countrys functional and strategic consid—
erations as well as the characteristics of the issue area. For issues such as climate
change dominated by intra-institutional competition the anti-driving effect agglomera—
tion effect and additive effect of intra-institutional competition have brought correspond—
ing authority to specific international institutions and enabled them to obtain one-way
deference of other international institutions which means that the international institu—
tions in these issues are in a strong hierarchy. For issues such as energy governance
dominated by inter-institutional competition the alienation effect sub-agglomeration
effect and offset effect have resulted in few international institutions obtaining the cor—
responding authority and deference of other international institutions which means that
the international institutions in these issues are in a weak hierarchy. This study demon-—
strates the necessity and feasibility of including the discussion of hierarchy in the inter—
national institutions” study explores the causes of the formation of the hierarchy of in—
ternational institutions and then clearly shows the transformation of the study of inter—
national institutions from complexity to hierarchy.

[Key Words ] international institution institution competition hierarchy institution
complexity

[AuthorJSong Yiming Ph.D. Candidate School of International Studies Renmin Uni-
versity of China.

Connotation Analysis and Realization Mechanism of a Community with a Shared
Future for Water Security in Transboundary Basins
Guo Lidan Li Qiongfang Huang Yongchun (61)

[AbstractJIn the context of global change extreme or emergency water security inci—
dents in transboundary river basins occur frequently and external interference factors
complicate transboundary water security governance which makes water security face
severe challenges. The change of water security situation and the response to water se—
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