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External Dependence and Strategic Autonomy of China’s Diplomacy
WANG Fan

Abstract: While China’s forty years’ reform and opening up has produced ex-
traordinary economic growth, it has also increased the risk of a relatively high
level of external dependence. External economic dependence and strategic au-
tonomy are strongly correlated. A review of the foreign strategy of some major
powers shows that the level of interdependence among states has a direct impact
on their foreign strategies. A high level of external dependence leads to the de-
crease of strategic autonomy, the reduction of strategic options, and even the a-
doption of risky strategies at some critical junctures. China’s external depend-
ence and strategic autonomy has undergone complicated evolution. After the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, it adopted the foreign policy of
“one-sidedness”, which, to some extent, produced an impact on strategic au-
tonomy. After China launched economic reform and opened up to the outside
world, its dependence on external market, technologies and energy has contin-
ued to increase, which has also, to some extent, limited the full and autono-
mous development of China’s foreign strategy. Therefore, in developing its ma-
jor power strategy, China has to strike a proper balance between the external
and the internal, and between the international and the domestic, so as to well
coordinate the relationship between external dependence and strategic autono-

my. Only when comprehensive and in-depth reform and opening up are conduc-



ted in close association with all-directional diplomatic layout can we expect a
steady and far-reaching journey of China’s major power diplomacy around the
world in the future.

Key words: China’s diplomacy, foreign strategy, external dependence, strategic

autonomy, Sino-US relations, reform and opening up

US “Long-arm Jurisdiction” and China-US Economic Conflict

QI Kai

Abstract: In the era of globalization, the issue of extraterritorial jurisdiction in
international economy has become more prominent than before. In response,
the United States has adopted “long-arm jurisdiction”, a policy of abusing ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction and unilaterally administering institutions or citizens of
other countries under its domestic law. The formation and development of
“long-arm jurisdiction”, closely related to the US strategy of hegemonic mainte-
nance, is an essential tool for the US to suppress competitors in international
trade and economy. The US legislative, judicial, administrative and law-en-
forcement agencies, relying on the overall US national strength and using some
political excuses, have made coordinated efforts in establishing a complete set of
“long-arm jurisdiction” mechanisms. The Trump administration has regarded
China as a challenger to US hegemonic order and provoked China-US economic
conflict. To curb China’s development, the United States has imposed strict
“long-arm jurisdiction” on China in trade and technology. These “long-arm ju-
risdictions”, having serious procedural and transparency issues, have signifi-
cantly harmed China’s national interests and intensified China-US strategic com~
petition. To promote the reform and development of global governance, China
must resolutely oppose the erroneous US behavior of promoting “long-arm ju-
risdiction” with hegemony and defending hegemony with “long-arm jurisdic-
tion”.



Key words: long-arm jurisdiction, extraterritorial jurisdiction, economic sanc-
tions, China-US economic conflict, US-China strategic competition, mainte-

nance of the US hegemony

The Symbiosis between China’s Infrastructure Aid and International De-
velopment System: An Industrial Structure’s Perspective

WANG Zhao

Abstract: OECD DAC members and China often question each other’s motiva-
tion in foreign aid, and doubt that the aid is dedicated to recipients’ develop-
ment. The former criticizes the latter’s infrastructure aid as “neo-colonialism”
or “debt trap”, the latter considers the former’s soft aid to be expensive, un-
practical and interventionist. This paper attempts to theorize the dual attributes
of normative construction and rational choice in foreign aid decision-making and
explores the correlation between domestic industrial structure and foreign aid
policies. Development could be decomposed as development philosophy, devel-
opment resources, and development pressure through the intermediate variable
industrial structure, which affects the donor’s sector allocation. Contrary to the
conventional view, the paper argues that distinctions in industrial structure be-
tween China and Western donors are endogenous to global value chains. Infra-
structure and productive sector aid from industrial China and aid in professional
services from post-industrial OECD DAC can complement each other and jointly
contribute to the realization of the UN Vision 2030 and a new type of global
governance.

Key words: foreign aid, industrial structure, infrastructure, trade in services,

global value chain, development aid, global governance



Industrial Coalitions and “Energy Curse”: The “Destiny” of Moderniza-

tion in Venezuela and Russia

SONG Yiming ZHANG Jingwei

Abstract: Classical economics deems that the wealth effect of large-scale energy
export is conducive to economic growth of exporters. But since the 1970s, the
reality of extensive slowdown or even stagnation of economic growth of the
world’s major energy exporters has shown that abundant energy resources may
not necessarily be a blessing for economic growth, but can be a “curse” or a
drag on economy. In order to explore the cause and mechanism that induces en-
ergy exporting countries to fall into the “energy curse”, this paper, based on
the industrial coalition theory, establishes an analytical framework with three
major factors, i. e. , the starting point of modernization, type of regime and ex-
ports conditions of energy exporting countries. The author analyzes the impact
of the three factors on the strength of energy industrial coalition. Based on a
quantitative analysis of energy exporters’ major political and economic data and
case study of “energy curse” in Venezuela and Russia, this paper finds that a
relatively late start of modernization, adoption of authoritarian regime and im-
provements of exports conditions can bring about a powerful energy industrial
coalition, and further consolidate and expand the strength gap between coali-
tions. Studies have shown that powerful energy industrial coalitions contribute
to huge tax revenues, provide abnormal subsidies and sway election results,
thereby inducing governments and politicians’ unhealthy dependence on them,
restricting the development of other industries and ultimately slowing economic
growth,

Key words: energy curse, economic growth, industrial coalitions, Venezuela,

Russia, modernization



Spatial-Temporal Patterns of Terrorist Attacks in Africa: A Big-Data

Analysis with GIS Techniques and Split-Population Duration Modeling
CHEN Chong PANG Xun

Abstract: Big Data and related analytical techniques have dramatically expanded
the scope of international relations studies and enabled IR scholars to tackle
problems that were viewed to be intractable in the past. Terrorism is among the
most important issues of global insecurity, and efforts have been made for long
to generate and cumulate information and knowledge thereof. Based on massive
event data, this article applies Geographical Information System techniques to
conduct a fine-grained analysis of researcher-defined geographical units, using
the PRIO-GRID vector grid network with a resolution of 0.5 x 0.5 decimal de-
grees. We attempt to reveal the spatial-temporal patterns of terrorist attacks in
Africa, consisting of the 10647 grids between 1994 and 2013. We utilize ma-
chine-learning methods to build a Split-Population Duration model to locate, ex-
plain and predict the risk and timing of terrorist attacks as well as the immunity
of each grid to such attacks. This article contributes to the understanding of
terrorism and provides a pilot analysis for future efforts to build a counter-ter-
rorism early warning system. We also try to demonstrate that innovations in
Big Data IR studies shall rely not only on rich information in big data, but also
on appropriate analytical tools that are crucial for a fine-grained analysis of com-
plex relationships in a high-dimensional space and a dynamic process to “turn
mission impossible into mission possible”.

Key words: big data, terrorism, Africa, Geographical Information System, the

PRIO-GRID Set, international relations, event data
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