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Struggle for Peace: Historical Origin of European Integration
Song Xinning
[Abstract] The European integration officially started from the European Coal
and Steel Community in 1952 but its initiative origin has had hundreds-year history. It
was in the 14th Century that the Europeans tried to unite Europe as one community in
order to defense the Ottoman Empire. In the 17 — 18th Century, Europeans would like to
use the balance of power to maintain peace in Europe. At the same time many of them
such as Abbe de Saint-Pierre, Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Immanuel Kant advocated
series idea of European Federalism and Con-federalism. European intellectuals started to
organize movement for European unification in the middle and later 19th Century and
the idea of Europe widely spread all over Europe. Between the two great wars, the
Movement for European Unification became political. The European governments in-
volved in the movement to varying degrees. After the World War II, people who keened
to the European unification began to act on their ideas. Different kinds of European fed-

eralist and conHederalist movement for unification were in full swing. All these ideas and
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movement show that the most important motivation is to maintain peace in Europe.
[Keywords] European Integration; Movement for European Unification; Peace
[Author] Song Xinning, Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong (Shen Zhen) ; Jean Monnet Chair ad Personam.

Anti-egalitarianism, “Right to Difference” and “European Empire” : On the Eu—
ropeanism of Alain de Benoist, the Intellectual Leader of the French
Nouvelle Droite
Huang Ziyi

[Abstract] Irritated by the discursive hegemony of the left-wing and the silence
of the right-wing on the European Question, the French Nouvelle Droite led by Alain de
Benoist proposed a uniquely new strand of right-wing Europeanism, one which differs
totally from the EU construction and universalism-based Europeanism, and goes beyond
the traditionally-held nationalism and imperialism. The criticism of liberalism with anti—
egalitarianism at the core, ‘right to difference”, and the ideal of restoring a “European
Empire” together make up the most important parts of de Benoist’s Europeanism. The
criticism of liberalism constitutes the background and the basis. “Right to difference”
is the theoretical core and serves as the solution to the crisis of modernity. The ideal of
an “European Empire” is a logical extension and action plan of “right to difference ”
The Europeanism of de Benoist is an important intellectual effort to combine metapoliti—
cal thinking with current issues and to move beyond traditional boundaries. De Benoist
distances himself from fascism in its criticism of modernity, its unique search for “the
Third Way” and its opposition to racism. Its relatively conservative conception of col—
lective identity and its uncritical praise of diversity, however, leave it more vulnerable
to far right political manipulation as useful weapons to justify and promote exclusion—
ism. De Benoist’s Europeanism has had important impacts on the French radical right
party “Front National” in discourse and personnel, and with the great reputation of
Alain de Benoist and the transnational network established by the ND, further on the
whole far right politics in the aspects of discourse, strategies and environments.

[Keywords] Alain de Benoist; Europeanism; Anti-egalitarianism; “Right to
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difference” ; Empire
[Author] Huang Ziyi, Research Fellow, Center of European Studies, Renmin
University of China; Ph. D Candidate, School of Politics & International Studies,

Queen Mary University of London.

Analysis for theDecline of the Credibility of American Mainstream Media
Xing Yue Jia Wei
[Abstract] The American mass media has always been called the “Fourth Pow-
er” and has a profound impact on American politics and society. However, in recent
years, especially since 2016, the credibility of mainstream media has repeatedly de—
clined, and its role in the democratic political life of the United States has been in-
creasingly questioned by the public. Most American scholars mainly analyze the rea—
sons for the decline in the credibility of mainstream US media from the perspectives of
the political leanings of individuals (consumers of the media) , the political mobiliza—
tion strategies of conservative parties, and the prevalence of populism. This article ar—
gues that the main reason for the decline of the credibility of the mainstream media in
the United States is the problems of the media itself, which are mainly reflected in the
following aspects. Driven by market interests, the mainstream US media has reported
more entertaining political scandals in pursuit of economic profits and attracting con—
sumer attention. Besides, liberal bias has made the mainstream media’s ideological di-
vision increasingly obvious, and made it a stage for political party competition. Moreo—
ver, the mainstream media has paid too much attention to the issues related to “politi—
cal correctness” , which is increasingly disconnected from social reality and the voice
of ordinary people. This article points out that the polarization of political parties and
social divisions in the United States are external factors that cause the credibility of the
mainstream US media to decline. As an intermediary for transmitting information, the
American media operating in a marketized form embodies the American political and
social ecology of the polarization. It can be seen from this research that despite being
free from political power control, the American media may still be kidnapped by the

market and deviate from its direction.
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[Keywords] American Mainstream Media; Decline in Credibility; Political Po—
larization ; Social Division

[Authors] Xing Yue, Associate Professor, Department of International Rela—
tions, Tsinghua University; Jia Wei, Postgraduate Student, School of Public Policy

and Management, Tsinghua University.

The Political Diversion between “Energy Blessing” and “Energy Curse”
—The Interpretation Based on The Property Rights System Theory

Song Yiming Zou Yiting
[Abstract] Relying on large-scale energy exports, some countries have a-—
chieved sustainable and high-speed economic growth, while others have fallen into a
long-term stagnation or even recession of economic growth. Obviously, energy may be
the “blessing” for economic growth or the “curse” for the burden on economic devel-
opment. In order to explore the reasons for the diversion of “energy blessing” and “en—
ergy curse’ in different energy exporting countries, this thesis, based on the research
route of historical institutionalism, establishes an analysis framework with the property
rights system as the explanatory variable, focusing on the different diversion results
caused by the different types of property rights system. Through the qualitative compar—
ative analysis and the comparative study of Venezuela and Norway, this thesis finds
that: the energy exporting countries with a late start of modernization generally imple—
ment the national property rights system in the energy field, which makes their main
domestic energy enterprises provide excess tax and foreign currency, supply a large
number of subsidies and affect the election results at the request of the government or
statesmen. Therefore, the government and statesmen have formed a morbid dependence
on energy enterprises, which has restricted the development of other domestic enterpri—
ses and industries, ultimately dragging down economic growth and inducing the “ener—
gy curse” . On the contrary, energy exporting countries with an early start of moderni—
zation tend to implement private property rights in the field of energy. Their major do-
mestic energy enterprises do not need to bear the above responsibilities and their gov—

ernment and statesmen do not form a pathological dependence on energy enterpri—
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ses. Other domestic enterprises and industries can get fully developed, and finally a—
chieved sustained economic growth and obtained the “energy blessing” .

[Keywords] Energy Curse; Energy Blessing; Property Rights System; Modern—
ization; Qualitative Comparative Analysis

[Authors] Song Yiming, Ph. D Candidate, School of International Studies,
Renmin University of China; Zou Yiting, Postgraduate Student, School of Internation—

al Studies, Renmin University of China.
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